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Winner of the 2018 Audie Award for Autobiography/Memoir"Writing about yourself is a funny
business.... But in a project like this, the writer has made one promise: to show the reader his
mind. In these pages, I've tried to do this." (Bruce Springsteen, from the audio of Born to Run) In
2009, Bruce Springsteen and the E Street Band performed at the Super Bowl's halftime show.
The experience was so exhilarating that Bruce decided to write about it. That's how this
extraordinary autobiography began. Over the past seven years, Bruce Springsteen has privately
devoted himself to writing the story of his life, bringing to this audio the same honesty, humor,
and originality found in his songs. He describes growing up Catholic in Freehold, New Jersey,
amid the poetry, danger, and darkness that fueled his imagination, leading up to the moment he
refers to as "The Big Bang": seeing Elvis Presley's debut on The Ed Sullivan Show. He vividly
recounts his relentless drive to become a musician, his early days as a bar-band king in Asbury
Park, and the rise of the E Street Band. With disarming candor, he also tells for the first time the
story of the personal struggles that inspired his best work and shows us why the song "Born to
Run" reveals more than we previously realized. Born to Run will be revelatory for anyone who
has ever enjoyed Bruce Springsteen, but this book is much more than a legendary rock star's
memoir. This is a book for workers and dreamers, parents and children, lovers and loners,
artists, freaks, or anyone who has ever wanted to be baptized in the holy river of rock and roll.
Rarely has a performer told his own story with such force and sweep. Like many of his songs
("Thunder Road", "Badlands", "Darkness on the Edge of Town", "The River", "Born in the
U.S.A.", "The Rising", and "The Ghost of Tom Joad", to name just a few), Bruce Springsteen's
autobiography is written with the lyricism of a singular songwriter and the wisdom of a man who
has thought deeply about his experiences. Author bio: Bruce Springsteen has been inducted
into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, the Songwriters Hall of Fame, and the New Jersey Hall of
Fame. He is the recipient of 20 Grammy Awards, an Academy Award, and the Kennedy Center
Honors. He lives in New Jersey with his family. 

From School Library JournalPlaywright Thorne and director Tiffany (who previously collaborated
on Hope and Let the Right One In) worked with J.K. Rowling to extend the "Harry Potter"
universe with an eighth "installment" in the form of the script from the new West End production.
The book starts where the last chapter of Deathly Hallows left off—19 years after the main
events of the series—with Harry, Ginny, Ron, and Hermione all saying goodbye to their children
as they leave for Hogwarts. As Albus, Harry and Ginny's youngest son, attends Hogwarts, he is
plagued by the Potter legacy—something he never wanted—and, as he's sorted into Slytherin,
is terrible at Quidditch, and constantly compared to his famous father, he becomes reclusive and
angsty. His sole friend is Scorpius Malfoy, the only son of Draco Malfoy—prompting further



separation from his father. When Albus hatches a plot to go back in time to save the life of Cedric
Diggory—what Albus views as the biggest mistake his father made—time becomes distorted
and Harry is left to examine his own life, his relationship with his son, and how love can
sometimes be much more complicated than it seems. This is an interesting extension of the
"Harry Potter" universe, but readers should go into it knowing that it's its own beast. Rowling
didn't write it (much to the fury and vitriol of many fans), and it is in script form, so it loses some
of the magic that won over millions of readers back when it all began. However, many of the
themes that made the original series great are still in abundance—love and friendship
conquering all, facing your flaws and accepting them—so that it simultaneously still feels like a
"Harry Potter" tale while remaining its own story. VERDICT It is unlikely that the script will create
new Potter followers, owing to its format (reading a script vs. reading a novel is a whole other
ballgame), but it's a well-crafted and enjoyable read.—Tyler Hixson, School Library
JournalReviewPraise for Harry Potter and the Cursed Child, Parts I and II* “Series fans can
breathe easy knowing this play has been respectfully and lovingly wrought. Tensions thrum,
spells fly… but at center stage, as always in the Potterverse, is the overriding importance of love
and friendship, especially in the face of danger.” -- Booklist, starred reviewAbout the AuthorJ.K.
Rowling is the author of the seven Harry Potter novels, which have sold over 450 million copies
and have been translated into 79 languages, and three companion books originally published for
charity. She is also the author of The Casual Vacancy, a novel for adults published in 2012, and,
under the pseudonym of Robert Galbraith, is the author of the Cormoran Strike crime series. J.K.
Rowling is making her screenwriting debut and is a producer on the film Fantastic Beasts and
Where to Find Them, a further extension of the Wizarding World, due for release in November
2016.Jack Thorne writes for theatre, film, television and radio. His theatre credits include Hope
and Let The Right One In, both directed by John Tiffany, The Solid Life of Sugarwater for the
Graeae Theatre Company, Bunny for the Edinburgh Fringe Festival, Stacy for the Trafalgar
Studios, 2nd May 1997 and When You Cure Me for the Bush. His adaptations include The
Physicists for the Donmar Warehouse and Stuart: A Life Backwards for Hightide. On film his
credits include War Book, A Long Way Down and The Scouting Book for Boys. For television his
credits include The Last Panthers, Don’t Take My Baby, This Is England, The Fades, Glue and
Cast-Offs and the upcoming National Treasure. In 2012 he won BAFTAs for best series (The
Fades) and best serial (This Is England 88).John Tiffany directed Once for which he was the
recipient of multiple awards both in the West End and on Broadway. As Associate Director of the
Royal Court, his work includes The Twits, Hope and The Pass. He was the director of Let The
Right One In for the National Theatre of Scotland, which transferred to the Royal Court, West
End and St. Ann’s Warehouse. His other work for the National Theatre of Scotland includes
Macbeth (also Broadway), Enquirer, The Missing, Peter Pan, The House of Bernarda Alba,
Transform Caithness: Hunter, Be Near Me, Nobody Will Ever Forgive Us, The Bacchae, Black
Watch, for which he won the Olivier and Critics’ Circle Best Director Awards, Elizabeth Gordon
Quinn and Home: Glasgow. Other recent credits include The Glass Menagerie at A.R.T. and on



Broadway and The Ambassador at BAM. Tiffany was Associate Director of the National Theatre
of Scotland from 2005 to 2012, and was a Radcliffe Fellow at Harvard University in the
2010-2011 academic year.Read more
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CKL, “A revelation and Great American Story. This review is from Jim Loving, husband of
CKL.Let me add my review to the nearly 2300 other Amazon reviews. I highly recommend this
book, for Springsteen fans, casual and rabid, and to others who may not even be familiar with
his work. He is a highly accomplished American, with a great personal story, and he tells it very
well. Actually, Bruce pours his heart out, as usual. He opens up. He shares, he let's you in to
better understand what makes him.... Bruuuuuce!Bruce does not write about his
accomplishments or rather his awards, but here are a few of them: from About the Author:
“Bruce Springsteen has been inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, the Songwriters Hall
of Fame, and the New Jersey Hall of Fame. He is the recipient of twenty Grammy Awards, an
Academy Award, and the Kennedy Center Honors. He lives in New Jersey with his family. For
more information, go to www dot brucespringsteen dot net.” Additionally, he is also the recipient
of the Presidential Medal of Freedom.I read both the hard back (first 1/3) and the Kindle edition.
This is an auto-biography, with Bruce telling his personal story, breaking it up into three
sections, or “books”, spanning 79 chapters (making it also feel like a memoir in its format).
These are 1- Growin Up, 2- Born To Run, 3- Living Proof. In the foreward, this is how Bruce
describes this story:“I come from a boardwalk town where almost everything is tinged with a bit
of fraud. So am I. By twenty, no race-car-driving rebel, I was a guitar player on the streets of
Asbury Park and already a member in good standing amongst those who “lie” in service of the
truth . . . artists, with a small “a.” But I held four clean aces. I had youth, almost a decade of hard-
core bar band experience, a good group of homegrown musicians who were attuned to my
performance style and a story to tell.This book is both a continuation of that story and a search
into its origins. I’ve taken as my parameters the events in my life I believe shaped that story and
my performance work. One of the questions I’m asked over and over again by fans on the street
is “How do you do it?” In the following pages I will try to shed a little light on how and, more
important, why.”It helps if one is somewhat familiar with his music, as much of the story centers
around this. The good news is that one can (I did) go to Youtube to hear most of it (I was
unfamiliar with much of his later work) and to see events described in the story (e.g. Danny
Federici’s (near) last performance in IN playing “Sandy” (Asbury Park, 4th of July). You can
watch interviews of Bruce from 2016 around the release of this book, you can see the award
ceremony for the Medal of Freedom, the 2005 documentary on the making of Born to Run, the
R&R HOF ceremony, many concert performances, band member interviews, and much more.
Reading this book made me binge watch all of this. It was like re-discovering a story I had sort of
been following most of my adult life.I am what I would call a casual Springsteen fan. He is 4
years older than me. I saw him perform only live twice – in 1973 touring in support of the Wild,
Innocent and E Street Shuffle, and in 1974-75 supporting Born to Run. I was familiar with his
other work because of FM radio, then the Internet and TV. Reading this book, I learned a lot
about him, and his influences. I learned we have a few things in common:1- Catholic



upbringing;2- Italian mother with immigrant Italian grand-parents,3- Richmond VA connection (I
was born there and stayed through HS, graduating in 1972 and have returned often since visiting
family)– before recording his very first album, Bruce’ first foray outside NJ was in Richmond.
Reading this, I put a post on FB to a group called “Richmond Underground – 1970-1990” asking
about his band Steel Mill and visits to Richmond, and as of this review 58 people have posted
numerous comments, memories, posters, sightings, photos, etc.;4- Family with a history of
mental illness.The fourth was the biggest revelation and the perhaps most important part of the
book. Bruce openly discusses his father’s mental illness and his own battle with depression and
his many years of therapy. This was an important and brave thing to do. If anyone reading has a
connection to Bruce, I would love for him to take this up as a “Cause” and become a spokesman
for this – he could continue to do great good.If you are a Springsteen fan – you MUST read this
book. If you are a fan of American music, you must read this book. If you are songwriter, you
must read this book. If you are casual fan, a great read, if you are a fan of auto-biographies of
great Americans and the power of the human spirit, read this book.”

mjc, “Great Read. Excellent book. Really takes you through his valleys and peaks. Gives a true
understanding of who and why Bruce Springsteen is an incredible artist.Last couple of chapters
are long though and you just want the story to end.”

Tell It Like It Is, “Intriguing look into the life and mind of The Boss, in his own words! How all his
marvelous music came to be.. If you have ever actually listened to the lyrics of most Springsteen
songs (except maybe Waitin’ on a Sunny Day), you know that Bruce Springsteen is a really deep
guy. There was a book published 15 years ago called Songs, which contained all the lyrics of
every Springsteen song written to that time. I loved that book. I read it cover to cover, several
times. You could read and contemplate all his lyrics. Born to Run helps explain the factors that
helped Bruce’s amazing catalog of music come into creation.Bruce’s autobiography, Born to
Run, gives his fans tremendous insight into what it was that has driven Bruce over the course of
his life and career. The motivations, the demons, the anxiety, the joys, the fears, the hopes, the
dreams, all the elements that have constituted the Boss’s muse over these past 50 years are
explained here. And not only is Bruce one of the great writers of lyrics and music, he is a great
writer of prose. He amply demonstrates this here for all the world to see. He shares his story in
a way only he could.If you intend to purchase and read this book, I will tell you it is a real page
turner. I could not put this book down. It has a somewhat imposing profile at 528 pages, but it is
an easy read. An inspiring read. I do not want to reveal any of the revelations the reader will
discover within the pages of this book, but I can say it was interesting to learn that Bruce
possesses many of the same insecurities of us mere mortals.Bruce discloses, in great detail,
particulars of his early years, his upbringing, the issues that influenced the way he thinks, his
musically formative years, his wide held acclaim, his family, his doubts, his fears, and a treasure
trove of personal details I have never heard before. I have been a Springsteen fan for over four



decades. I grew up less than 30 miles from Freehold, NJ. I used to go see Bruce in those little
seaside bars he used to sing about. I have seen many Springsteen interviews. I have attended
over 60 shows. I have read most of the previously published articles and books. Much of the
material in this book has never been publicly presented before, and all in his own words. Bruce
has obviously spent much time in intense introspection, and he shares many of his insights and
conclusions here.Bruce is arguably the world’s greatest showman. Now that the great James
Brown has passed on, the moniker, “The Hardest Working Man in Show Business,” clearly
belongs to Bruce. His unique gifts of lyric writing, musical composition, musicianship, and studio
and on stage performance have rarely been seen in a single person. Bruce has won 20
Grammys (out of 49 nominations), 2 Golden Globe Awards, an Academy Award, 2 Emmy
Awards, has been inducted into the Rock and Roll hall of Fame, has received a Kennedy Center
Honor, and so much more. He now shows himself to be a gifted writer as well. And this book
provides tremendous insights into how all that came about.Bruce’s drive for perfectionism is
explained. Why “good enough” is not in his vocabulary. Bruce is keenly aware the music will last
forever. Here he is, 67 years old, and still performing to sold out stadiums and arenas every time
he plays. His fans love him. He knows that, and he knows why. He strives to produce and
deliver the best product he can, and he almost always succeeds.If you have ever wondered
exactly what it is that makes one of the greatest of this or any other generation’s musical talents
tick, it is all right here. Bruce’s candor is striking. He has generally been a reserved and very
private person in the past, but in this book, he puts it all out there. If you are a fan, you will love
this book.Bruce Springsteen is not just one of the world’s greatest musicians, writers, and
performers, he is one of the world’s greatest people. Through a lifetime of events he details
here, his skills developed and he has evolved into the national and world treasure affectionately
referred to as "The Boss."”

cindy, “1000% Authentic and honest . Just beautiful. Truly the most incredible memoir I have
ever read . It's honest, raw and deeply personal . I would except nothing less from the most
important story teller in rock n roll . 1000% Authentic and honest .  Just beautiful”

Brigitte, “Excellent. Here is another autobiography of a rock star, right? Wrong, here is the
definitive autobiography of a rock star.Sorry was that a spoiler? Oh well, now you know. This is a
book written by one of the most eloquent poets and song writers of the last few decades. If you
are even vaguely familiar with any of Springsteen’s work you will know that he can string words
together to evoke emotions and imagery like few others. Now I know that the ability to write a
good song doesn’t always translate to the world of full scale book writing. If you have read some
of the other recent rock star memoires then you will know what I mean. And, no, I’m not
mentioning any names here, they know who they are.Don’t get me wrong, there have been some
very notable exceptions. Pete Townsend and Rod Stewart spring to mind. Bruce has taken the
art to a new level here though. This is a big book, over five hundred pages, and every single one



is worth reading.The descriptions of his childhood are both fascinating and heart-felt. He spares
no feelings of the reader in laying out his troubled formative years. Events that plant the seeds
for Bruce’s own future are given a real life by his wonderful poetic writing style. We learn about
his father’s mental health issues along with the coping strategies that Bruce uses to cope with
the fallout. The description of how he discovered Elvis is extraordinary and should be put to
music in itself.The reader is then led along the determined path that ends in the Springsteen
phenomena we know today. This is no simple A to B route. There are lumps and bumps and
twists and turns that would not be out of place in an Arthur Hailey novel. The outstanding
element through all of this are the people. Bruce pays tribute to all those who have influenced his
life in whichever way that may have been. The good, the bad, and the ugly are given the same
respect and there appears to be little truth that has not been told.You don’t have to be a fan of
the music to become a fan of the man. The results of his life’s work will inspire and inform in ways
that you need to absorb through Bruce’s own words to fully appreciate. This is, without any doubt
whatsoever the best biography I have read to date. Highly recommend.”

Anon, “Great but only because it's Bruce. OK be advised I am a huge Springsteen fan so this
review isn't particularly objective.I don't normally read Autobiographies of Music Artists/bands
but I thought I'd give this one a go.At first I struggled with the way it was written & almost gave up
just because of the style but these are Springsteen's' own words, no ghost writer involved. It
must be hard to write your feelings about your life without sounding big headed but, in my
opinion, your music may be awesome but please don't become an author Bruce.It runs from his
birth up to the release of 'Wrecking Ball'. His childhood, where he was spoiled by his
grandmother, his problems at school, his struggle with his relationship his father (who it turns out
he was more like that he initially thought).After leaving school Bruce has already decided music
is to be his life, drifting between his home in New Jersey & New York. The forming of his bands
(including a failed audition by a young Patti Scialfa) and his debut album 'Greetings from Asbury
Park'.The main part of the book runs through the albums, the reasons/writings behind them, &
tours. Bruce talks about his short marriage to Julianne Phillips, whom Bruce says he loves but
after Patti had joined the band he realised that she, Patti, was his soul mate.After his induction to
the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, Bruce talks more about his family and his battle with depression
which after the death of his great friend & band member Clarence Clemens became completely
soul crushing (which was part of his father’s problem).Bruce finishes with how his children have
grown their lives & how it is the love that Patti & he have that really keeps him going.To be honest
if I wasn't a fan I probably would not have finished this large (Over 500 pages) book & if I had I
may have been struggling to give it more than 2 stars but I AM a fan & they are Bruce's own
words.”

Bryn Griffith, “As good as music biographies get.. In this, my favourite autobiography by a
musician,The Boss comes across as something of an amalgam of the characters that populate



his songs; macho, conflicted, isolated, controlling, vulnerable and above of all reflective of his
personal history (you suspect this is due to extensive therapy). He is also incredibly driven (no
surprise there really) and it seems to me that this drive is at the heart of how he has become one
of rocks greatest American song writers AND managed to heal himself from some of the
emotional problems that he has struggled with all his life, of which he is very open and honest
about here.Despite the magnitude of some of Springsteen's troubles I suspect his experiences
will resonate with a lot of readers to some degree and through this I think his book connects
strongly.The book is populated with family and fellow musicians, many of whom come across as
larger than life and may have come straight out of a Steinbeck novel. You rather wonder how
everyone manages to survive as long as they do.A fantastic book for any and every music fan
interested in the redemptive power of rock and roll.”

Sunriser, “Even if you are not a fan this is an interesting read. I am not really a fan of
autobiographies, usually because I start off reading about someone I really respect and end up
seeing them someone else entirely. Until recently I wasn't really a great fan of Bruce
Springsteen either and only caught up on his work when he put his London concert on U Tube
for those of us quarantining. But now I am a fan. Both of the book and the music. I thought this
was a thoughtful honest account of his rise to the top, why he did what he did and what shaped
him both early and late in life. He didn't hide the flaws, he didn't hide the weaknesses and he
didn't attempt to excuse himself for some actions which I thought were less than kind. It's a long
read and an interesting book which was written by the man himself and not a professional ghost
writer. you have to have the time and concentration to enjoy this but if you are interested in the
making of a star written by a star then it's a worthwhile read.”

Vicki, “An Amazing Musician WIth Great Talent - A Genuine Blue Collar Guy!. I was lucky enough
to be inducted into the world of Bruce Springsteen and The E Street Band just before I was 21.
I'm 50 now. Very few musicians last the test of time like Springsteen, Elton John , Rod Stewart
and The Rolling Stones - I can just about remember these other guys!Springsteen started off as
a mere whipper snapper way back in the early to middle 60s and is still going strong. I guess the
secret for his success is the fact that he is a very genuine guy with a blue collar background. He
is no different to any one of the working class folks out there. He's struggled and he's worked his
way to the top from nothing. He also writes his own music and lyrics, always from the heart and
soul and personal life experiences. He uses real instruments, none of these synthezier thingies,
and real spot lights, not computerised ones. Long before his concerts start you can see the spot
light guys, with your heart in your mouth and sweating profusely for them, climb the rigging at the
front of the stage, test each spot light and sit there throughout the whole concert, manouvering
the lights when needed.Springsteen's concerts are amazing! He puts his heart and soul, and
sweat into each show. He makes sure that everyone enjoys each night he's on the stage. The E
Street Band have been with Springsteen for many, many years. Each one an artist in their own



right. We have Patti Scialfa, alias Mrs Springsteen, who has a beautiful voice, Nils Lofgren who
is fantastic live and Steve Van Zandt. Sadly the world's greatest saxophonist, Big Man, Clarence
Clemmons and Phantom, ( I always thought Springsteen introudced him has handsome), Dan
Federici, have left us. I must also mention Jake Clemmons, Clarence's nephew. I first saw Jake
with Spirngsteen when he first joined the band and toured. I said at that time that Jake would be
as good as his Uncle and I was right. Saw Jake again in 2016 and he's almost there, but then
what can you expect when he's had the world's greatest sax teacher!The E Street Band have
been with Spirngsteen for so long, they compliment him with the greatest of ease and simplicity,
knowing each cue and move their boss makes.After the 1988 Tunnel of Love tour, my very first
concerts, I am proud to say that I have been completely addicted to Springsteen and his music.
I don't bother or listen to anyone else. Springsteen is my ultimate hero! I hope that he tours
again with the wonderful E Street Band and that I get to see him, even if its for one last time.Over
the years the Boss has given so much to his fans through his music. I don't think he receives an
awful lot back from us but he is adored all over the world.As I age one of my dreams is to meet
him and the Band. I doubt very much that that will happen. I would be a very happy fan if I met
him.If you've never seen him live, I suggest you do.”

The book by J.K. Rowling has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 5,668 people have provided feedback.
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